Unveiling the Masterpieces of Chops Builder
Clint "Pops" McLaughlin: A Legacy of
Excellence in Motorcycle Fabrication

Clint "Pops" McLaughlin is a revered figure in the world of motorcycle
customization, renowned for his exceptional craftsmanship and unwavering
commitment to creating breathtaking works of art on two wheels. His
chops, a testament to his artistry and technical prowess, have garnered
widespread recognition and admiration within the motorcycle community.
This article takes an in-depth look at the life and career of Clint McLaughlin,
exploring his journey to becoming a master chops builder and showcasing
some of his most iconic creations.

Early Life and Influences

Clint McLaughlin was born in 1956 in Bellflower, California, a city steeped
in motorcycle culture. From a young age, he was drawn to the allure of
motorcycles, particularly the sleek lines and aggressive stance of choppers.
Inspired by the works of legendary builders like Arlen Ness and Dave
Perewitz, McLaughlin began experimenting with motorcycle customization
in his parent's garage.
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As his skills and knowledge grew, McLaughlin honed his craft, developing a
deep understanding of metal shaping, frame building, and engine tuning.
He immersed himself in the vibrant motorcycle scene of Southern
California, attending rallies, swap meets, and bike shows, where he
absorbed the techniques and innovations of other builders.

The Birth of "Pops" Chops

In the late 1970s, McLaughlin established his own motorcycle
customization shop in Huntington Beach, California. It was during this time
that he earned the nickname "Pops" due to his nurturing and supportive
nature towards younger riders and aspiring builders.

McLaughlin's chops quickly gained attention for their distinctive style,
characterized by a harmonious blend of classic lines and modern touches.
His meticulous attention to detail and flawless execution set his creations
apart from the crowd. McLaughlin's frames were renowned for their
strength, rigidity, and graceful curves, while his metalwork showcased his
mastery of shaping and welding.

Signature Techniques and Innovations

Pops McLaughlin's chops are not just visually stunning; they are also
meticulously engineered machines. He employs a range of innovative
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techniques and custom fabrications to achieve both form and function in his
creations.

One of McLaughlin's signature techniques is his use of stretched frames.
By lengthening the frame, he creates a more elongated, streamlined
silhouette. He also incorporates custom-made raked forks, which enhance
the bike's aggressive stance and improve handling.

McLaughlin's metalworking skills are evident in every aspect of his chops.
He hand-fabricates many of the components, including tanks, fenders, and
exhaust systems. His tanks often feature intricate designs and flowing
lines, while his fenders are characterized by their smooth, sculpted
surfaces.

Iconic Creations

Over the decades, Clint McLaughlin has built countless custom
motorcycles, each one a testament to his artistry and craftsmanship. Some
of his most iconic creations include:

= "The Blue Bomber": A cobalt blue chopper with a stretched frame,
raked forks, and a handcrafted tank adorned with elaborate tribal
designs.

= "The Purple Haze": A stunning purple and silver chopper featuring a
custom-built frame, inverted forks, and a stretched swingarm.

= "The Green Machine": A vibrant green chopper with a rigid frame,
chopper-style forks, and a vintage-inspired tank.

Recognition and Legacy



Clint McLaughlin's contributions to the motorcycle customization world
have been widely recognized and celebrated. He has received numerous
awards and accolades for his exceptional creations, including:

= Multiple "Best of Show" awards at prestigious motorcycle events
= Induction into the AMD Hall of Fame

= Feature articles in renowned motorcycle magazines

McLaughlin's legacy extends beyond his own creations. He has mentored
and inspired numerous aspiring builders, passing on his knowledge, skills,
and passion. His influence can be seen in the works of countless
contemporary custom motorcycle builders.

Clint "Pops" McLaughlin is a true master of his craft, a chops builder whose
creations have left an enduring mark on the motorcycle customization
landscape. His iconic designs, innovative techniques, and unwavering
commitment to excellence have earned him widespread recognition and
admiration. As a mentor and an inspiration, McLaughlin continues to shape
the future of motorcycle building, leaving a lasting legacy of artistry and
craftsmanship.
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