
Theories Of International Politics And
Zombies: Apocalypse Edition
In the realm of international politics, theories abound, each striving to
explain the complex interactions between states. However, what happens
when the world is plunged into a zombie apocalypse? Can existing theories
still account for the dynamics of survival and conflict in such a cataclysmic
scenario?

Realism

Core Principles:

States are the primary actors in the international system.

States are inherently selfish and seek to maximize their power and
security.

The international system is inherently anarchic, lacking a central
authority to enforce rules.
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In a zombie apocalypse, realism's core principles hold true:

States remain key actors: Governments and militaries are essential
for organizing defense and maintaining order.

Selfishness and power maximization: States may prioritize their
own survival over global cooperation, leading to conflicts over
resources and territory.

Anarchy: The breakdown of social and political systems creates a
vacuum of authority, exacerbating conflicts.

Liberalism

Core Principles:

International cooperation and interdependence promote peace and
prosperity.

Institutions and norms facilitate cooperation and reduce conflict.

Democratic states are less likely to engage in war.
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While liberalism's emphasis on cooperation is challenged in a zombie
apocalypse, some elements remain relevant:

Importance of institutions: Hospitals, quarantine zones, and
communication networks can aid in containment and survival.
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Norms and values: Empathy, altruism, and a shared sense of survival
can foster cooperation among individuals and groups.

Democratic principles: Democratic decision-making may be
hindered, but popular support for cooperative measures is still crucial.

Constructivism

Core Principles:

International politics is shaped by shared ideas, norms, and identities.

States' behavior is influenced by their perceptions and interpretations
of the world.

Social interaction and discourse play a role in constructing
international realities.
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Constructivism sheds light on the psychological and social aspects of a
zombie apocalypse:

Perception and fear: The perceived threat posed by zombies can
shape state behavior and individual reactions.

Social identities: Groups may form along lines of perceived
vulnerability or shared experiences.

Narrative and discourse: Media portrayals and public debates can
influence how people understand and respond to the crisis.

Marxism



Core Principles:

International relations are driven by economic factors, particularly the
struggle between classes.

Capitalism leads to exploitation and conflict between states.

Socialist revolutions are necessary to overcome inequality and war.
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Marxism offers a unique perspective on the zombie apocalypse:

Class struggle: The zombie outbreak may exacerbate existing
economic disparities, leading to conflicts over food, shelter, and
weapons.

Capitalism's failures: In a crisis, the profit motive and market failures
can hinder effective response measures.

Socialist alternatives: Cooperation and sharing may be essential for
survival, challenging the logic of capitalism.

Critical Theory

Core Principles:

International politics is shaped by power relations and social inequality.

Dominant ideologies and power structures maintain the status quo and
suppress alternative perspectives.

Critical thinking is necessary to expose and challenge oppressive
systems.
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Critical theory encourages questioning of existing power dynamics in a
zombie apocalypse:

Power imbalances: Governments and armed groups may exert
control over resources and information, marginalizing vulnerable
populations.

Ideologies of survival: Dominant narratives may promote self-
sacrifice and obedience, while downplaying the need for social justice.

Resistance and solidarity: Critical thinking and empathy can inspire
resistance against oppressive measures and foster solidarity among
survivors.

Post-Structuralism

Core Principles:

Meaning and reality are constructed through language and discourse.

Power is decentralized and fluid, operating through multiple networks
and institutions.

Binary oppositions (e.g., good/evil, human/zombie) are socially
constructed and subject to change.
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Post-structuralism offers a complex view of the zombie apocalypse:



Language and meaning: The way we talk about zombies influences
our understanding of the crisis and our responses.

Decentralized power: Power may shift rapidly between different
groups, depending on their access to resources and influence.

Questioning boundaries: The distinction between human and zombie
may blur, challenging traditional notions of identity and survival.

Theories of international politics provide valuable insights into the
complexities of a zombie apocalypse. By examining the core principles of
each theory and applying them to this catastrophic scenario, we gain a
deeper understanding of the dynamics of survival, conflict, and cooperation
that may emerge.

While existing theories offer a solid foundation for analyzing the zombie
apocalypse, it is also important to recognize the limitations and
assumptions of each perspective. By combining different theoretical
approaches, we can develop a more holistic and nuanced understanding of
this unique and challenging phenomenon.

Ultimately, the theories of international politics remind us that even in the
face of such a devastating crisis, human nature remains a driving force that
shapes the course of events. By understanding the underlying dynamics of
power, cooperation, and conflict, we can better prepare for the challenges
and opportunities that may lie ahead in the post-apocalyptic world.
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