
The Ultimate Guide to Guinea Pig Care:
Feeding, Behavior, Enclosures, Health, and
Costs
Guinea pigs are beloved pets known for their gentle nature, playful antics,
and adorable squeaks. Caring for these furry friends involves providing
them with proper nutrition, a comfortable shelter, and specialized care for
their unique needs. This comprehensive guide will delve into all aspects of
guinea pig care, empowering you to give your piggies a healthy and happy
life.

Feeding Your Guinea Pigs

Nutritional Requirements

Guinea pigs are herbivores with specific dietary requirements. Their
primary source of food should be high-quality hay, which provides essential
fiber for their digestive system. Fresh vegetables, such as broccoli, carrots,
and spinach, should be offered daily to supplement their hay intake and
provide vitamins, minerals, and antioxidants. Guinea pigs also need a small
amount of pellets formulated specifically for their nutritional needs.
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Hydration

Fresh water should be available at all times for your guinea pigs to maintain
proper hydration. Avoid using tap water that may contain impurities; purified
or filtered water is ideal.

Treats

Guinea pigs enjoy occasional treats in moderation. Acceptable treats
include limited amounts of fresh fruits, such as apples or berries, and small
pieces of cucumber or carrot. Avoid sugary treats or processed foods that
can be harmful to their digestive system.

Behavior and Social Needs

Social Characteristics

Guinea pigs are social animals and should always be kept in pairs or
groups. They are playful and affectionate creatures that enjoy interacting
with their companions. Providing multiple hiding spots and tunnels in their
enclosure encourages exploration and a sense of security.

Bonding with Your Guinea Pigs

Spending time with your guinea pigs is crucial for building a bond and
providing them with enrichment. Engage in playful activities, such as
chasing a ball or hiding treats in their enclosure. Gentle handling and
regular petting will help them become comfortable with your presence.

FREE

https://research.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=%3D


Exercise and Enrichment

Guinea pigs need adequate space for exercise and exploration. A spacious
cage or playpen with plenty of toys and obstacles will encourage them to
stay active. Providing them with tunnels, chewing toys, and hiding places
will stimulate their natural foraging instincts and prevent boredom.

Enclosures and Housing

Habitat Requirements

Guinea pigs require a spacious enclosure that provides adequate space for
exercise, feeding, and sleeping. A cage with a wire mesh bottom is
recommended to prevent urine buildup and allow for proper ventilation. The
minimum size for a pair of guinea pigs is 30 inches by 36 inches.

Bedding and Substrate

Soft and absorbent bedding is essential for your guinea pigs' comfort.
Popular choices include paper-based bedding, hay-based litter, or a
combination of both. Avoid using cedar or pine shavings, as they can be
harmful to their respiratory system.

Temperature and Humidity

Guinea pigs are sensitive to extreme temperatures and humidity. Maintain
a comfortable temperature range between 65°F and 75°F and a humidity
level of around 30-40%. Avoid placing their enclosure in areas with drafts or
direct sunlight.

Health and Medical Care

Regular Check-Ups



Regular veterinary check-ups are crucial for maintaining your guinea pigs'
health. A veterinarian can assess their overall well-being, check their teeth
and nails, and address any potential health issues early on.

Common Health Problems

Guinea pigs are prone to certain health conditions, including scurvy, dental
problems, and respiratory infections. Symptoms to watch out for include
lethargy, loss of appetite, sneezing, or discharge from the eyes or nose.
Seek veterinary attention promptly if you notice any unusual symptoms.

Dental Care

Guinea pigs' teeth grow continuously throughout their lives. Providing them
with plenty of hay to chew on helps wear down their teeth and prevent
overgrowth. Regular dental check-ups with a veterinarian are also essential
to ensure healthy teeth and gums.

Nail Trimming

Guinea pigs' nails should be trimmed regularly to prevent them from
becoming too long and sharp. Use a small pair of sharp nail clippers
designed specifically for small animals.

Costs Associated with Guinea Pig Care

Initial Costs

The initial costs of acquiring a guinea pig include purchasing the animal
itself, a suitable cage, food, bedding, toys, and veterinary check-ups. These
costs can range from $100 to $300.

Ongoing Costs



Ongoing costs associated with guinea pig care include regular veterinary
check-ups, food, bedding, and occasional medications or treatments.
Monthly expenses can vary depending on factors such as the number of
guinea pigs and the cost of supplies in your area, but expect to spend
around $50 to $100 per month.

Caring for guinea pigs is a rewarding experience that requires a
commitment to providing them with proper nutrition, a comfortable
environment, and specialized care. By following the guidance outlined in
this article, you can ensure your furry friends live long, healthy, and happy
lives. Remember to consult with a qualified veterinarian for any specific
health concerns or questions you may have.
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My Little Bible Promises Thomas Nelson
In a world filled with uncertainty and challenges, children need comfort,
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