
Study of the Raft Colorado Prize for Poetry: A
Literary Accolade Shaping Contemporary
Poetry

Study of the Raft (Colorado Prize for Poetry) by Chris Dobson
5 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 9253 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 82 pages
Paperback : 90 pages
Item Weight : 3.7 ounces
Dimensions : 4.72 x 0.24 x 7.48 inches

The Raft Colorado Prize for Poetry is a prestigious literary award that
recognizes and celebrates outstanding works of poetry. Established in 2008
by The Raft Colorado Literary Review, a literary journal published by
Colorado State University, this prize has gained prominence within the
literary landscape, attracting poets from diverse backgrounds and
perspectives. This article aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the prize,
exploring its history, criteria, impact on contemporary poetry, and the
significance it holds for the literary community.

History and Evolution

The Raft Colorado Prize for Poetry emerged from The Raft Colorado
Literary Review's commitment to fostering and promoting the art of poetry.
Since its inception, the prize has sought to recognize and support
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exceptional poetic works that demonstrate originality, craftsmanship, and a
profound understanding of the human experience. Over the years, the prize
has evolved, gaining recognition and attracting a growing number of
submissions from poets across the United States and beyond.

Criteria and Selection Process

The Raft Colorado Prize for Poetry is awarded annually to a poet for a
manuscript written in English that has not been previously published in
book form. The manuscript must be at least 48 pages in length and may
consist of a single long poem or a collection of shorter poems. The
selection process involves a rigorous evaluation by a distinguished panel of
judges, who are renowned poets, literary critics, and educators. The judges
assess the manuscripts based on their literary merit, originality, technical
proficiency, and overall impact.

Impact on Contemporary Poetry

The Raft Colorado Prize for Poetry has had a significant impact on
contemporary poetry by providing a platform for diverse and innovative
voices. The prize has recognized and showcased emerging poets
alongside established writers, fostering a vibrant and inclusive literary
landscape. By awarding poets for their exceptional work, the prize
encourages creativity, experimentation, and the exploration of new poetic
forms and themes.

Significance for the Literary Community

Beyond its recognition of individual poets, the Raft Colorado Prize for
Poetry holds profound significance for the literary community. The prize
serves as a catalyst for literary exchange and dialogue, bringing together



poets, scholars, and readers from various backgrounds. Through its
association with The Raft Colorado Literary Review, the prize provides a
platform for the publication of exceptional poetry, contributing to the
dissemination of literary works and the fostering of literary appreciation.

Notable Winners and Their Contributions

Over the years, the Raft Colorado Prize for Poetry has recognized a
diverse range of talented poets, each contributing unique perspectives and
styles to the literary landscape. Notable winners include:

Terrance Hayes (2010): Known for his exploration of race, identity,
and the complexities of language.

Adrienne Rich (2012): A renowned feminist poet and activist whose
work examines gender, sexuality, and social justice.

Louise Glück (2014): A Pulitzer Prize-winning poet known for her
introspective and emotionally resonant work.

A.E. Stallings (2016): A translator and poet whose work blends
classical forms with contemporary themes.

Ocean Vuong (2018): A Vietnamese-American poet whose work
explores themes of immigration, sexuality, and trauma.

The Raft Colorado Prize for Poetry stands as a testament to the vibrancy
and enduring power of poetry. Through its recognition of exceptional poetic
works, the prize not only celebrates individual poets but also contributes to
the growth and diversity of contemporary poetry. By providing a platform for
literary exchange and dialogue, the prize fosters a sense of community
among poets, scholars, and readers alike. As it continues to recognize and



support outstanding works of poetry, the Raft Colorado Prize for Poetry
remains an influential force in the literary landscape, shaping the future of
poetry and enriching the cultural fabric of our society.
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