
Stravinsky: Creative Spring in Russia and
France, 1882–1934
Igor Stravinsky (1882–1971) was a Russian composer, pianist, and
conductor. He is considered one of the most important and influential
composers of the 20th century. Stravinsky's music is characterized by its
rhythmic complexity, harmonic dissonance, and use of innovative orchestral
techniques. He is best known for his ballets, such as The Firebird
(1910),Petrushka (1911),and The Rite of Spring (1913).

Early Life and Education in Russia

Stravinsky was born in Oranienbaum, Russia, on June 17, 1882. His father
was a bass-baritone in the Mariinsky Opera, and his mother was a talented
pianist. Stravinsky began studying the piano at the age of four, and he
showed an early talent for music. He entered the Saint Petersburg
Conservatory in 1901, where he studied with Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov.
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Stravinsky's early works were influenced by Russian folk music and the
music of Rimsky-Korsakov. His first major work, the Symphony in E♭
(1907),was a success, and it established Stravinsky as a rising star in the
Russian music world.

Move to France and the Ballets Russes

In 1910, Stravinsky moved to France, where he became involved with the
Ballets Russes, a ballet company founded by Sergei Diaghilev. Stravinsky
wrote three ballets for the Ballets Russes: The Firebird (1910),Petrushka
(1911),and The Rite of Spring (1913). These ballets were groundbreaking
works, and they helped to establish Stravinsky as one of the most
important composers of the 20th century.

The Firebird is a fairy tale ballet based on Russian folklore. The music is
lush and evocative, and it features some of Stravinsky's most beautiful
melodies. Petrushka is a ballet about a puppet who comes to life. The
music is lively and humorous, and it captures the spirit of the Russian folk
theater. The Rite of Spring is a ballet about a pagan ritual sacrifice. The
music is complex and dissonant, and it reflects the primitive and violent
nature of the ritual.

Later Years in the United States

In 1934, Stravinsky moved to the United States, where he lived for the rest
of his life. He continued to compose music, and he also taught at Harvard
University and the University of California, Los Angeles. Stravinsky's later
works were more eclectic than his early works, and they incorporated
elements of jazz, serialism, and other musical styles.



Stravinsky died in New York City on April 6, 1971. He is considered one of
the most important and influential composers of the 20th century. His music
is still performed and enjoyed by audiences around the world.

Major Works

The Firebird (1910)

Petrushka (1911)

The Rite of Spring (1913)

Symphony of Psalms (1930)

Concerto for Violin and Orchestra (1931)

Symphony in Three Movements (1945)

Agon (1957)

Threni (1958)

Requiem Canticles (1966)

Legacy

Stravinsky was one of the most important and influential composers of the
20th century. His music is characterized by its rhythmic complexity,
harmonic dissonance, and use of innovative orchestral techniques.
Stravinsky's music has had a profound influence on composers of all
generations, and it continues to be performed and enjoyed by audiences
around the world.

Stravinsky's legacy is evident in the many awards and honors he received
during his lifetime. He was awarded the Grammy Lifetime Achievement



Award in 1987, and he was inducted into the National Academy of Arts and
Sciences in 1942. Stravinsky's music has also been used in numerous
films and television shows, including 2001: A Space Odyssey
(1968),Apocalypse Now (1979),and The Lord of the Rings trilogy (2001–
2003).

Stravinsky's music is a powerful and moving force that continues to inspire
and challenge listeners around the world. He is one of the most important
and influential composers of all time, and his music will continue to be
enjoyed for generations to come.

Image Alt Attributes

* Igor Stravinsky, a portrait of the composer in a suit and tie, looking
serious. * The Firebird, a painting of the mythical bird from the ballet of the
same name. * Petrushka, a painting of the puppet from the ballet of the
same name. * The Rite of Spring, a painting of the pagan ritual sacrifice
from the ballet of the same name. * Symphony of Psalms, a painting of the
orchestra performing the symphony. * Concerto for Violin and Orchestra, a
painting of the violin soloist and the orchestra. * Symphony in Three
Movements, a painting of the orchestra performing the symphony. * Agon, a
painting of the dancers performing the ballet. * Threni, a painting of the
choir performing the work. * Requiem Canticles, a painting of the choir
performing the work.
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