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Jennifer Clement's Prayers for the Stolen is a powerful and moving novel
that tells the stories of seven girls who are kidnapped and forced into
prostitution in Mexico. The novel is a haunting and poetic exploration of the
lives of these girls and the violence that they face. It is a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand the plight of Mexico's missing girls.

The novel is set in the small town of Iguala, Guerrero, which is located in
the heart of Mexico's drug trafficking zone. The town is controlled by a
powerful drug cartel, and the girls in the novel are kidnapped and forced to
work as prostitutes for the cartel members. The girls are subjected to
horrific violence, and many of them are killed.
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Clement tells the stories of the girls in a poetic and lyrical style. She uses
vivid imagery and symbolism to create a powerful and haunting portrait of
the girls' lives. The novel is full of beautiful and heartbreaking moments,
and it is impossible to read it without being moved by the girls' stories.

Prayers for the Stolen is a powerful indictment of the violence against
women in Mexico. Clement shines a light on the plight of the missing girls,
and she forces us to confront the horrors that they face. The novel is a
must-read for anyone who wants to understand the human cost of the drug
war in Mexico.

The Characters

The seven girls in Prayers for the Stolen are all unique and complex
characters. They come from different backgrounds, and they have different
experiences. However, they are all united by the fact that they have been
kidnapped and forced into prostitution.

Ladydi is a young girl who is kidnapped on her way to school. She is a
bright and innocent girl, and she is horrified by what happens to her.

Paula is a streetwise girl who has been working as a prostitute since
she was twelve years old. She is tough and cynical, but she still has a
glimmer of hope that she can escape her life.

Magdalena is a devout Catholic who believes that God will save her.
She is constantly praying, and she hopes that one day she will be able
to return home to her family.

Teresa is a pregnant girl who is kidnapped and forced to have an
abortion. She is traumatized by the experience, and she struggles to
come to terms with what happened to her.



Amelia is a young girl who is kidnapped and forced to marry a drug
lord. She is treated like a slave, and she is forced to have sex with him
every night.

Sofia is a young girl who is kidnapped and forced to work as a
prostitute in a brothel. She is constantly beaten and raped, and she
eventually dies from her injuries.

Juana is a young girl who is kidnapped and forced to work as a drug
mule. She is caught and sent to prison, where she is tortured and
killed.

The girls in Prayers for the Stolen are all victims of violence, but they are
also survivors. They are strong and resilient, and they never give up hope.
They are a testament to the human spirit, and they remind us that even in
the darkest of times, there is always hope.

The Themes

Prayers for the Stolen explores a number of important themes, including:

The violence against women in Mexico. Clement shines a light on
the horrific violence that women in Mexico face every day. The girls in
the novel are kidnapped, raped, and killed, and their stories are a
reminder of the urgent need to address the violence against women in
Mexico.

The drug war in Mexico. The drug war in Mexico has had a
devastating impact on the lives of women in Mexico. The cartels are
responsible for much of the violence against women, and they have
created a climate of fear and impunity. The novel shows the human
cost of the drug war, and it calls for an end to the violence.



The resilience of the human spirit. The girls in the novel are all
victims of violence, but they are also survivors. They are strong and
resilient, and they never give up hope. The novel is a testament to the
human spirit, and it reminds us that even in the darkest of times, there
is always hope.

The Impact

Prayers for the Stolen has had a significant impact on the world. The novel
has been translated into more than 20 languages, and it has been adapted
into a film. The novel has also been used to raise awareness of the
violence against women in Mexico, and it has helped to inspire change.

In 2014, Clement founded the Red Shoe Movement, a non-profit
organization that works to end the violence against women in Mexico. The
organization provides support to victims of violence, and it works to raise
awareness of the issue. The Red Shoe Movement has made a significant
difference in the lives of women in Mexico, and it is a testament to the
power of art to create change.

Prayers for the Stolen is a powerful and moving novel that tells the stories
of seven girls who are kidnapped and forced into prostitution in Mexico.
The novel is a haunting and poetic exploration of the lives of these girls and
the violence that they face. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the plight of Mexico's missing girls.

The novel is a powerful indictment of the violence against women in
Mexico. Clement shines a light on the plight of the missing girls, and she
forces us to confront the horrors that they face. The novel is a must-read



for anyone who wants to understand the human cost of the drug war in
Mexico.
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