
Musical Application of Rudiments to the
Drumset: A Comprehensive Guide for Modern
Drummers
Rudiments are the building blocks of drumming. They are a set of
standardized drum patterns that are used to develop hand technique,
coordination, and independence. While rudiments can be practiced on a
drum pad, they truly come to life when applied to the drumset.
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In this article, we will explore the musical application of rudiments to the
drumset. We will cover topics such as:

Hand technique

Coordination

Improvisation
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Hand Technique

Rudiments can help you develop proper hand technique. By practicing
rudiments on the drumset, you can improve your finger control, wrist
flexibility, and stick grip.

There are many different hand techniques that you can use when playing
rudiments on the drumset. Some of the most common techniques include:

Matched grip

Traditional grip

French grip

The matched grip is the most popular hand technique among modern
drummers. In this grip, the sticks are held between the thumb and index
finger of each hand, with the fulcrum of the stick resting on the heel of the
palm.

The traditional grip is an older hand technique that is still used by some
drummers. In this grip, the left stick is held between the thumb and index
finger, with the fulcrum of the stick resting on the inside of the hand. The
right stick is held between the thumb and middle finger, with the fulcrum of
the stick resting on the outside of the hand.

The French grip is a hybrid hand technique that combines elements of the
matched grip and the traditional grip. In this grip, the left stick is held
between the thumb and index finger, with the fulcrum of the stick resting on
the heel of the palm. The right stick is held between the thumb and middle
finger, with the fulcrum of the stick resting on the outside of the hand.



No matter which hand technique you choose to use, it is important to
practice rudiments regularly. This will help you develop the proper hand
technique and improve your overall drumming skills.

Coordination

Rudiments can also help you improve your coordination. By practicing
rudiments on the drumset, you can learn to coordinate your hands and feet
independently. This is an essential skill for drummers, as it allows you to
play complex rhythms and fills.

There are many different ways to practice coordination on the drumset.
One common approach is to use a metronome to keep time. This will help
you to develop a consistent tempo and improve your timing.

Another approach to practicing coordination is to use a drum pad. This will
allow you to focus on your hand movements without having to worry about
playing the drums. You can use a drum pad to practice rudiments, fills, and
other coordination exercises.

No matter which approach you choose to use, it is important to practice
coordination regularly. This will help you develop the coordination skills you
need to play complex rhythms and fills.

Improvisation

Rudiments can also be used for improvisation. By understanding the
different rudiments and how they can be combined, you can create your
own unique drum patterns. This is an essential skill for drummers, as it
allows you to express yourself creatively and create your own music.



There are many different ways to improvise on the drumset. One common
approach is to use rudiments as a starting point. You can then experiment
with different combinations of rudiments to create your own unique
patterns.

Another approach to improvisation is to use your imagination. You can try
playing different rhythms and fills without using any specific rudiments. This
can be a great way to develop your own unique style.

No matter which approach you choose to use, it is important to practice
improvisation regularly. This will help you develop the skills you need to
create your own unique drum patterns.

Rudiments are a valuable tool for modern drummers. By practicing
rudiments on the drumset, you can improve your hand technique,
coordination, and improvisation skills. This will help you become a more
well-rounded drummer and create your own unique music.
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