Iron Maiden Bass Anthology: A Detailed
Exploration of Bass Recorded Versions

Iron Maiden, one of the most influential heavy metal bands of all time, is
renowned for its distinctive and thunderous bass sound. The band's
bassist, Steve Harris, is widely considered one of the greatest bass players
in the genre, and his unique playing style has played a crucial role in
shaping Iron Maiden's signature musical identity.

Over the course of their illustrious career spanning more than four
decades, Iron Maiden has released a vast catalog of music, showcasing a
wide range of bass recorded versions. From the galloping basslines of their
early albums to the more melodic and complex basslines of their later
works, the band's bass playing has consistently evolved and pushed the
boundaries of the genre.
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This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the bass recorded
versions featured in Iron Maiden's extensive discography. We will examine
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the evolution of the band's bass sound, the contributions of different
bassists, and the impact of basslines on Iron Maiden's overall musical
identity.

The Evolution of Iron Maiden's Bass Sound

Steve Harris has been the driving force behind Iron Maiden's bass sound
since the band's inception in 1975. His thunderous, galloping basslines
have become an integral part of the band's signature sound, providing a
solid foundation for their intricate guitar harmonies and soaring vocals.

In the early days, Harris used a Fender Precision Bass with Rotosound
strings, which gave him a distinctive, punchy sound. As the band's sound
evolved, Harris experimented with different basses and pickup
configurations, including a Gibson EB-3 and a custom-built Spector NS-2.
These changes allowed him to achieve a wider range of tones, from the
aggressive growl of "The Trooper" to the melodic basslines of "Hallowed Be
Thy Name."

In recent years, Harris has primarily used a Fender Jazz Bass, which
provides him with a more versatile sound that suits the band's diverse
musical styles. However, he still occasionally uses his other basses on
certain songs, such as the Gibson EB-3 on "The Wicker Man" and the
Spector NS-2 on "Fear of the Dark."

The Contributions of Different Bassists

While Steve Harris has been the primary bassist for Iron Maiden throughout
their career, the band has also featured several other talented bassists over
the years.



= Paul Di'Anno: Di'Anno played bass on Iron Maiden's self-titled debut
album in 1980. His aggressive and energetic playing style contributed
to the album's raw and unpolished sound.

= Dennis Stratton: Stratton replaced Di'Anno on bass for the band's
second album, "Killers," in 1981. His playing was more melodic and
technical, and he helped to refine the band's sound.

= Adrian Smith: Smith, who is primarily known as a guitarist, also
played bass on Iron Maiden's "The Number of the Beast" aloum in
1982. His bass playing on the album is solid and reliable, providing a
strong foundation for the band's intricate guitar harmonies.

= Gary Edwards: Edwards played bass on Iron Maiden's "Somewhere
in Time" album in 1986. His melodic and complex basslines helped to
give the album a more progressive sound.

= Janick Gers: Gers, who is primarily known as a guitarist, also played
bass on Iron Maiden's "Dance of Death" album in 2003. His bass
playing on the album is energetic and aggressive, and he helped to
revitalize the band's sound.

The Impact of Basslines on Iron Maiden's Overall Musical Identity
Iron Maiden's basslines play a crucial role in shaping the band's overall

musical identity. They provide a solid foundation for
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