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Intermarriage in Transylvania, the historical region of Romania, has a long
and complex history. This article provides a historical overview of
intermarriage in Transylvania from 1895 to 2010 and compares it to other
regions of Europe. The article examines the factors that have influenced
intermarriage rates in Transylvania, including religious affiliation, ethnic
identity, and economic development. The article concludes by discussing
the implications of intermarriage for social cohesion and ethnic relations in
Transylvania.

Intermarriage is the marriage of two people from different religious or ethnic
backgrounds. It has been a common practice in Transylvania for centuries,
and has played a significant role in the region's social and political
development.
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The first recorded instances of intermarriage in Transylvania date back to
the 13th century. At that time, the region was part of the Kingdom of
Hungary, and intermarriage was common between Hungarian nobles and
Romanian peasants. In the 16th century, Transylvania became part of the
Ottoman Empire, and intermarriage continued between Ottoman Turks and
Romanian peasants.

In the 19th century, Transylvania became part of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire. During this period, intermarriage rates increased significantly, as
Romanians, Hungarians, and Germans began to intermarry more
frequently. This was due in part to the economic development of
Transylvania, which created new opportunities for social mobility.

After World War I, Transylvania became part of Romania. Intermarriage
rates continued to increase during the interwar period, as Romanians and
Hungarians became more assimilated into Romanian society. However,
intermarriage rates declined during the communist period, as the
government discouraged intermarriage between Romanians and
Hungarians.

Since the fall of communism in 1989, intermarriage rates in Transylvania
have increased again. This is due in part to the economic development of
the region, which has created new opportunities for social mobility. It is also
due to the increased tolerance of intermarriage in Romanian society.

Factors Influencing Intermarriage Rates in Transylvania

There are a number of factors that have influenced intermarriage rates in
Transylvania. These factors include:



Religious affiliation

Ethnic identity

Economic development

Political factors

Religious affiliation is one of the most important factors influencing
intermarriage rates in Transylvania. In general, intermarriage rates are
higher between people of different religious denominations than between
people of the same religious denomination. This is because religious
differences can create barriers to communication and understanding.

Ethnic identity is another important factor influencing intermarriage rates
in Transylvania. In general, intermarriage rates are higher between people
of different ethnic groups than between people of the same ethnic group.
This is because ethnic differences can create barriers to communication
and understanding.

Economic development can also influence intermarriage rates. In
general, intermarriage rates are higher in economically developed regions
than in economically underdeveloped regions. This is because economic
development creates new opportunities for social mobility, which can lead
to greater contact between people of different religious and ethnic
backgrounds.

Political factors can also influence intermarriage rates. For example,
government policies that discourage intermarriage can lead to lower
intermarriage rates.



Intermarriage Rates in Transylvania Compared to Other Regions of
Europe

Intermarriage rates in Transylvania are higher than in other regions of
Europe. For example, in 2010, the intermarriage rate in Transylvania was
15%, compared to 10% in Hungary, 8% in Romania, and 5% in Poland.

There are a number of factors that explain why intermarriage rates in
Transylvania are higher than in other regions of Europe. These factors
include:

The long history of intermarriage in Transylvania

The relatively high level of economic development in Transylvania

The relatively tolerant attitude towards intermarriage in Romanian
society

Implications of Intermarriage for Social Cohesion and Ethnic
Relations in Transylvania

Intermarriage has a number of implications for social cohesion and ethnic
relations in Transylvania. On the one hand, intermarriage can help to break
down barriers between different religious and ethnic groups. This can lead
to greater understanding and tolerance between different groups.

On the other hand, intermarriage can also lead to conflict between different
religious and ethnic groups. This can happen when intermarriage is seen
as a threat to the identity of a particular group.

Overall, the impact of intermarriage on social cohesion and ethnic relations
in Transylvania is complex and multifaceted. It is important to consider both



the positive and negative potential consequences of intermarriage when
assessing its impact on society.

Intermarriage in Transylvania has a long and complex history. It has been
influenced by a number of factors, including religious affiliation, ethnic
identity, economic development, and political factors. Intermarriage rates in
Transylvania are higher than in other regions of Europe, and this is due to a
number of factors, including the long history of intermarriage in the region,
the relatively high level of economic development, and the relatively
tolerant attitude towards intermarriage in Romanian society.

Intermarriage has a number of implications for social cohesion and ethnic
relations in Transylvania. On the one hand, it can help to break down
barriers between different religious and ethnic groups. On the other hand, it
can also lead to conflict between different groups. Overall, the impact of
intermarriage on social cohesion and ethnic relations in Transylvania is
complex and multifaceted.
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