Houston: The Feast Years - An lllustrated
Essay

The city of Houston, Texas, experienced a period of unprecedented growth
and prosperity from the 1970s to 2008, known as the "feast years." Fueled

by the oil boom and the growth of the energy industry, Houston's population
exploded, and its economy flourished. This newfound wealth led to a surge
in cultural and culinary activity, as Houstonians embraced the finer things in

life.
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This illustrated essay will explore the history, culture, and cuisine of
Houston during the feast years. We will take a look at how the oil boom
transformed the city, and how Houstonians celebrated their newfound
wealth. We will also explore the city's vibrant culinary scene, from the rise
of fine dining to the emergence of Houston as a major food festival
destination.
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The Oil Boom

The discovery of oil in Spindletop, Texas, in 1901, forever changed the fate
of Houston. The city became a major center for the oil and gas industry,
and its economy boomed. By the 1970s, Houston was the energy capital of
the world, and the feast years were in full swing.
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The oil boom brought a flood of new workers to Houston, and the city's
population exploded. From 1970 to 1980, Houston's population grew by
more than 50%, from 1.2 million to 1.8 million. This rapid growth led to a
building boom, as new homes, businesses, and infrastructure were
constructed to meet the needs of the growing population.

The Houston skyline in the 1970s.

The Feast Years

The feast years were a time of great prosperity for Houston. The city's
economy was booming, and Houstonians were enjoying a newfound
wealth. This wealth was reflected in the city's culture and cuisine.
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The arts and culture scene in Houston flourished during the feast years.
The city saw the opening of new museums, theaters, and concert halls.
Houstonians also embraced the culinary arts, and the city's restaurant
scene blossomed.

One of the most notable features of Houston's culinary scene during the

feast years was the rise of fine dining. A number of world-renowned chefs
opened restaurants in Houston, and the city quickly became known as a
culinary destination. Houstonians also embraced ethnic cuisine, and the
city's restaurant scene became increasingly diverse.
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A food festival in Houston.

In addition to fine dining, Houston also became known for its food festivals.
The city's first food festival, the Houston International Festival, was held in
1969. The festival has since grown into one of the largest food festivals in
the United States, and it attracts visitors from all over the world.

The End of the Feast Years

The feast years came to an end in 2008 with the global financial crisis. The
collapse of the energy industry led to a sharp decline in Houston's
economy. The city's population growth slowed, and the construction boom
came to a halt.
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The end of the feast years was a difficult time for Houston. However, the
city has since rebounded, and its economy is now more diversified than
ever before. Houston is still a major center for the energy industry, but the
city is also home to a growing number of technology and healthcare
companies.

The feast years were a time of great prosperity for Houston. The city's

economy boomed, and Houstonians enjoyed a newfound wealth. This
wealth was reflected in the city's culture and cuisine, as the arts and culture
scene flourished and the restaurant scene became increasingly diverse.

The feast years came to an end in 2008, but Houston has since rebounded.
The city's economy is now more diversified than ever before, and Houston
is still a major center for the energy industry, technology, and healthcare.
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Houston is a city that is constantly evolving. The feast years were a time of
great change and prosperity, and they helped to shape the city into what it

is today.
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