
Healing Parson Bideford Wife: An
Extraordinary Story of Faith, Love, and
Healing

Nestled on the rugged coastline of North Devon, England, lies the historic
town of Bideford. Within the labyrinthine streets of this charming town, one
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can find the ancient church of St. Mary's. Its hallowed halls have witnessed
centuries of history, but none more captivating than the extraordinary tale of
the Healing Parson, Reverend George Bideford, and his devoted wife,
Joanna.

The Wanton Wives of Windsor, Part 1: Healing Parson
Bideford’s Wife by Ron Basu

4.1 out of 5
Language : Portuguese
File size : 12582 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 370 pages
Lending : Enabled

The Healing Parson

George Bideford was born in the neighboring village of Buckland Brewer in
1606. As a young man, he was ordained into the priesthood and served as
a curate in several parishes before being appointed Vicar of St. Mary's in
Bideford in 1638.

Reverend Bideford was not merely a learned theologian but also a devout
man with a deep faith in the healing power of prayer. He believed that
God's grace could not only heal the soul but also the body. This conviction,
coupled with his compassion for the sick and suffering, led him to become
known as the "Healing Parson."

Joanna Bideford
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Joanna Potter was born in Bideford in 1609. She was a woman of great
piety, wisdom, and courage. Upon marrying George Bideford in 1639, she
became his unwavering partner in both ministry and healing.

Joanna recognized that her husband's prayers alone were not enough to
alleviate the suffering of the countless people who sought his help. She
used her practical skills to create medicines, prepare nutritious meals, and
provide comfort to those in need. Together, the Bidefords formed a
formidable team, dedicating their lives to compassionate care and spiritual
healing.

Healing Practices

The Bidefords' healing practices were a unique blend of prayer, faith, and
natural remedies. Reverend Bideford would often assemble large crowds of
sick people in the church or at various locations around the town. He would
lead them in fervent prayers, laying his hands upon their heads and
invoking God's healing presence.

Joanna, meanwhile, would work tirelessly behind the scenes, preparing
herbal concoctions, ointments, and other remedies from local plants and
ingredients. She also organized a group of women to assist her in providing
practical care to the sick, including cleaning wounds, bathing patients, and
creating comfortable beds.

Miraculous Healings

Word of Reverend Bideford's healing powers spread far and wide. People
from all walks of life flocked to Bideford, seeking his intercession for their
ailments. Countless testimonies were recorded of miraculous healings,



ranging from the cure of blindness to the restoration of movement to
paralyzed limbs.

One particularly noteworthy case was that of a young woman named Mary
Deymon. She had been suffering from a severe eye infection that had
rendered her blind for several years. After seeking the aid of the Healing
Parson, Mary's eyesight was miraculously restored. She became a fervent
believer in the power of prayer and a lifelong supporter of Reverend
Bideford's ministry.

Opposition and Controversy

The Bidefords' healing practices were not without their detractors. Some
skeptical physicians accused them of quackery and superstition. Others
denounced their religious beliefs as heretical. Despite these challenges, the
Bidefords remained resolute in their mission to heal the sick and comfort
the afflicted.

Legacy

Reverend George Bideford and Joanna Bideford passed away within a few
months of each other in 1669. They left behind a legacy of compassion,
faith, and healing that continues to inspire people today. The church of St.
Mary's, where they ministered, remains a place of pilgrimage for those
seeking spiritual solace and physical well-being.

In addition to their healing ministry, the Bidefords were also known for their
charitable works. They established a hospital in Bideford and provided food
and shelter to the poor and needy. Their selfless service has left an
enduring mark on the community.



The story of the Healing Parson Bideford and his wife, Joanna, is a
testament to the transformative power of faith, love, and healing. Their
selfless dedication to helping others, their unwavering belief in God's
power, and their innovative approach to healthcare have left a lasting
legacy that continues to inspire and uplift people centuries later.

As we navigate the challenges of modern healthcare, the Bidefords'
example reminds us that the human spirit has an extraordinary capacity to
heal, both physically and spiritually. By embracing compassion, faith, and
the wisdom of the natural world, we can create a more just and equitable
world where all people have access to healing and wholeness.
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