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Things In-Between: A Review
Anne Carson's Essays for the Living, the Dead, and the Small Things In-
Between is a collection of essays that explores the themes of life, death,
and the spaces in-between. The essays are beautifully written and thought-
provoking, and they offer a unique perspective on the human experience.
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Carson is a poet, essayist, and translator, and her work is known for its
lyricism, intelligence, and wit. In Essays for the Living, the Dead, and the
Small Things In-Between, she brings these qualities to bear on a wide
range of topics, including love, loss, grief, and the nature of reality.

The essays in this collection are not easy to categorize. They are not
strictly autobiographical, but they often draw on Carson's own experiences.
They are not strictly philosophical, but they grapple with big questions
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about life and death. And they are not strictly literary, but they are full of
allusions to literature, art, and music.

What unites these essays is Carson's unique voice. She is a writer who is
unafraid to explore the darkest corners of the human experience, but she
does so with a lightness of touch and a sense of humor. She is a writer who
is deeply engaged with the world around her, but she is also able to step
back and observe it with a clear eye.

The result is a collection of essays that are both deeply personal and
universally resonant. Carson writes about her own experiences of love,
loss, and grief, but she does so in a way that speaks to all of us. She
explores the big questions about life and death, but she does so in a way
that is both accessible and thought-provoking.

Essays for the Living, the Dead, and the Small Things In-Between is a book
that will stay with you long after you finish reading it. It is a book that will
make you think, feel, and see the world in a new way.

The Living

The first section of Essays for the Living, the Dead, and the Small Things
In-Between is titled "The Living." This section contains essays about love,
relationships, and the everyday experiences of life.

In the essay "The Gender of Sound," Carson explores the relationship
between gender and voice. She argues that the voice is not simply a
physical phenomenon, but also a social and cultural construct. She writes,
"The voice is not simply a sound; it is a way of being in the world.".



In the essay "The Art of Falling," Carson explores the experience of falling
in love. She writes about the exhilaration of new love, as well as the pain of
heartbreak. She argues that falling in love is not simply a matter of chance,
but also a choice. She writes, "We choose to fall in love, and we choose to
stay in love.".

The essays in "The Living" are full of insights into the human experience.
Carson writes about the joys and sorrows of life with honesty and
compassion. She offers a unique perspective on the human condition that
is both thought-provoking and deeply resonant.

The Dead

The second section of Essays for the Living, the Dead, and the Small
Things In-Between is titled "The Dead." This section contains essays about
death, grief, and the afterlife.

In the essay "The Dead and the Living," Carson explores the relationship
between the living and the dead. She argues that the dead are not simply
gone, but continue to exist in the memories of the living. She writes, "The
dead are not simply absent; they are present in our absence.".

In the essay "Grief Lessons," Carson explores the experience of grief. She
writes about the different stages of grief, and the ways in which grief can
change us. She argues that grief is not simply a negative emotion, but also
an opportunity for growth. She writes, "Grief is not something to be
overcome; it is something to be lived through.".

The essays in "The Dead" are a powerful meditation on death, grief, and
the afterlife. Carson writes about these difficult topics with honesty and



compassion. She offers a unique perspective on the human experience
that is both thought-provoking and deeply resonant.

The Small Things In-Between

The third section of Essays for the Living, the Dead, and the Small Things
In-Between is titled "The Small Things In-Between." This section contains
essays about the small, everyday moments of life that often go unnoticed.

In the essay "The Art of Paying Attention," Carson explores the importance
of paying attention to the small things in life. She argues that we often miss
the beauty and wonder of life because we are too busy rushing from one
thing to the next. She writes, "The art of paying attention is the art of being
present in the moment.".

In the essay "The Ethics of Small Things," Carson explores the ethical
implications of the small things we do. She argues that the small things we
do can have a big impact on the world around us. She writes, "The ethics
of small things is the ethics of everyday life.".

The essays in "The Small Things In-Between" are a celebration of the
small, everyday moments of life. Carson writes about these moments with
humor, insight, and compassion. She offers a unique perspective on the
human experience that is both thought-provoking and deeply resonant.

Essays for the Living, the Dead, and the Small Things In-Between is a book
that will stay with you long after you finish reading it. It is a book that will
make you think, feel, and see the world in a new way.



Carson is a writer who is unafraid to explore the darkest corners of the
human experience, but she does so with a lightness of touch and a sense
of humor. She is a writer who is deeply engaged with the world around her,
but she is also able to step back and observe it with a clear eye.
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