
Composition Chromaticism and the
Developmental Process: A Comprehensive
Exploration

Composition chromaticism, the use of notes outside of the diatonic scale,
has been a fundamental aspect of Western music for centuries. It adds
color, depth, and emotional intensity to compositions, allowing composers
to express a wide range of musical ideas and communicate their emotions
effectively. However, the development of compositional chromaticism has
been a gradual process, influenced by various factors and undergoing
significant changes over time.

Composition, Chromaticism and the Developmental
Process: A New Theory of Tonality by Henry Burnett

https://research.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvOW03bW1RSjRFRjRnZkZZcXJcL2ZyNENSWklLQUE1bU9TVm0yMmJMTFYxSzNuclV5Und2MXYxTnRjUUtSZGdvU3BDRnBpWDJPZml1dE93OFg1S0pCS1c3ellxOGNYRmplZFwvK2pDdUNGajFqbVNBblVYWFh1YlhZbndaXC85c0xTSzRwaG1vUUhSMVNBSkp0OGFpdEFMamg5dEFhWHhpUDhJUXlaRUpKNmhqdHpKVnFETnVRWkNHbTBNSHZIOUZieXh6N2paTkN1Y0ZkRktkemxaQlVPY2tsdE9sRHZETng0b0ZJNTN5K1RKTXZ3PSIsIml2IjoiMTZhYTVhOTU0ZjNiMTVlNWFkZmQwODJlOWQ5YzNlYmQiLCJzIjoiMTM3M2Q2MjI0NzkzYzQxMyJ9
https://research.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ilk1OU55NUVMQ0tEZVJQNytjaDZwTDBkUmNwUFJ2d3pPWHJuU1JkSFZ1M1VobVo0ZTlkRCtNS2Nieks1Ym1hQ0IwT0l2bDhmcnJzNEZ6NVk0d01nQ3VFeXBkUW5HbmxOeEQ1clBEekxWMUYwc0wyTzVpSnU0N09aTno2UDAxMlEwZDVEUUVxZTNLbWRLWnVsTk5rMHpNZmVkeDBuT1dRVThIMWdncUZmTlNNNWV2OHZPMnpubWVDMUpiYWVueHNBQlNjWk5hbUYzU1ZhNlowXC90TDJ0VUVnSjhGRUZVc3V1KzhsXC95WlJwU1JHND0iLCJpdiI6Ijc3ZTAzZWEwMzU0OWZmODEzOTYxZDJhZGM5NWE5YWU4IiwicyI6ImVhMTIzNjVhYzIzYzc2ODUifQ%3D%3D


5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 16673 KB
Print length : 420 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

In this comprehensive article, we will explore the multifaceted nature of
composition chromaticism. We will examine its historical evolution,
discussing its origins, development, and impact on various musical styles.
We will also delve into the theoretical underpinnings of chromaticism,
exploring the different types of chromatic intervals and their uses.
Furthermore, we will discuss the developmental process of composition
chromaticism, tracing its progression from simple chromatic
embellishments to complex and sophisticated harmonic structures.

Historical Evolution of Composition Chromaticism

The origins of composition chromaticism can be traced back to ancient
Greek music. In the 6th century BC, Pythagoras discovered the
mathematical ratios that govern musical intervals, known as the
Pythagorean scale. This scale included both diatonic and chromatic
intervals, and chromatic intervals were occasionally used to create
expressive melodic ornaments.

During the Middle Ages, chromaticism was used sparingly, primarily in
sacred music. The development of polyphony and the emergence of the
major-minor tonal system in the Renaissance period led to a gradual
increase in the use of chromaticism. Composers such as Josquin des Prez
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and Claudio Monteverdi employed chromatic intervals to enhance the
expressiveness of their works.

In the Baroque period, chromaticism became more prominent, particularly
in the works of Johann Sebastian Bach. Bach used chromaticism to create
harmonic tension and emotional intensity, often employing chromatic
sequences and dissonant harmonies. The development of chromatic
harmony continued in the Classical period, with composers such as Mozart
and Haydn using chromaticism to create sophisticated and elegant musical
textures.

The Romantic period witnessed a further expansion of composition
chromaticism. Composers such as Wagner, Liszt, and Brahms used
chromaticism to express a wide range of emotions, from intense passion to
profound sadness. The chromatic harmonies of the Romantics paved the
way for the development of even more complex and advanced chromatic
techniques in the 20th century.

Theoretical Underpinnings of Chromaticism

Composition chromaticism involves the use of notes outside of the diatonic
scale. These notes are known as chromatic notes and can be classified
into two main types:

1. Accidental Chromaticism: Notes that are temporarily altered by the
use of accidentals (sharps, flats, or naturals). Accidental chromaticism
adds tension and color to diatonic melodies and harmonies.

2. Essential Chromaticism: Notes that are not part of the diatonic scale
and are used to create new harmonies and melodic structures.



Essential chromaticism expands the tonal possibilities of music and
can lead to unexpected and innovative musical effects.

Chromatic intervals are typically classified into three categories based on
their size:

1. Semitone: The smallest chromatic interval, spanning only one half
step. Semitones are frequently used to create tension and dissonance
in music.

2. Minor Second: A chromatic interval spanning two half steps. Minor
seconds can create a sense of urgency and instability in music.

3. Augmented Second: A chromatic interval spanning three half steps.
Augmented seconds are often used to create a sense of surprise and
dissonance.

Composers use chromatic intervals in a variety of ways to enhance the
expressiveness and technical complexity of their works. Chromatic intervals
can be used to create melodic ornaments, add harmonic tension, enrich
chord structures, and create new and innovative musical forms.

Developmental Process of Composition Chromaticism

The developmental process of composition chromaticism can be traced
through the following stages:

1. Ornamental Chromaticism: The earliest form of composition
chromaticism, used primarily to add embellishments to melodies.
Chromatic passing tones and neighbor tones were frequently
employed to add color and interest to diatonic melodies.



2. Modulatory Chromaticism: The use of chromatic harmony to
modulate to new keys. Chromatic mediant relationships and
augmented sixth chords were commonly used to create smooth and
unexpected harmonic transitions.

3. Structural Chromaticism: The use of chromaticism to create new and
independent harmonic structures. Chromatic chords, such as the
Neapolitan sixth and the German augmented sixth, became integral to
the harmonic vocabulary of composers and expanded the tonal
possibilities of music.

4. Extended Chromaticism: The use of chromaticism to create complex
and dissonant harmonic structures. Chromatic clusters and atonal
harmonies became prevalent in the 20th century, pushing the
boundaries of tonality and creating new and innovative musical
possibilities.

The developmental process of composition chromaticism has been driven
by a combination of factors, including the desire for expressive freedom,
the search for new harmonic possibilities, and the evolution of musical
instruments and technology.

Composition chromaticism is a vast and multifaceted subject that has
played a pivotal role in the development of Western music. Its origins can
be traced back to ancient times, and it has undergone significant changes
and developments over the centuries. The theoretical underpinnings of
chromaticism include the use of chromatic intervals and the creation of new
and innovative harmonic structures. The developmental process of
composition chromaticism has progressed from simple melodic
embellishments to complex and sophisticated harmonic structures, driven



by the desire for expressive freedom and the search for new musical
possibilities.

The study of composition chromaticism is essential for understanding the
evolution of Western music and the creative process of composers. It
provides insights into the ways in which composers have used
chromaticism to enhance the emotional impact, technical complexity, and
harmonic richness of their works.
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