
Camp Songs and Folk Songs: The Legacy of
Patricia Averill
If you've ever gathered around a campfire, sung songs at summer camp, or
participated in a sing-along, you've likely encountered the work of Patricia
Averill. Patricia Averill was an American author, composer, and music
educator who dedicated her life to preserving and promoting folk songs and
camp songs. Her contributions to the world of music have left a lasting
legacy that continues to inspire and bring joy to people of all ages.

Early Life and Education

Patricia Averill was born in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1902. She showed
an early interest in music and began taking piano lessons at age 6. As she
grew older, she developed a passion for folk songs and traditional music.
After graduating from high school, she attended Wellesley College, where
she studied music and English. During her time at Wellesley, she became
involved in the college choir and discovered the world of folk music through
the work of Cecil Sharp, a renowned English folk song collector.
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Career in Music Education

After graduating from college, Averill embarked on a career in music
education. She taught music in public schools for several years before
moving to New York City to pursue her passion for folk music. In New York,
she became a member of the Folk Arts Center and began teaching folk
music classes and workshops. Averill's teaching style was characterized by
her enthusiasm for music and her belief in the power of singing to bring
people together.

Preserving and Promoting Folk Songs

Throughout her career, Patricia Averill dedicated herself to preserving and
promoting folk songs. She traveled extensively throughout the United
States, collecting and documenting traditional folk songs from various
cultures and regions. She published numerous books of folk songs,
including "The Bluebird Songbook" (1937),"The Singing Cowboy"
(1941),and "American Folk Songs" (1946). These books became essential
resources for musicians, educators, and anyone interested in folk music.

In addition to publishing books, Averill also wrote and arranged many camp
songs, which were designed to be fun and easy to sing. Her songs quickly
became popular at summer camps and youth organizations across the
country. Some of her most well-known camp songs include "Around the
Campfire," "On Top of Old Smoky," and "Skip to My Lou."

Influence on American Music

Patricia Averill's contributions to American music have been immeasurable.
Her work helped to preserve and popularize folk songs, ensuring that these
songs would be passed down to future generations. Her camp songs have



become staples of American summer camp experiences and have brought
joy to countless children and adults.

Averill's influence on music education has also been significant. Her belief
in the power of music to connect people and foster community has inspired
generations of music educators. Her methods for teaching folk songs and
camp songs have been widely adopted in schools and music programs
across the country.

Legacy and Recognition

Patricia Averill passed away in 1982, but her legacy continues to live on.
Her books of folk songs and camp songs remain in print and are still widely
used by musicians and educators. Her contributions to American music
have been recognized with numerous awards and honors, including the
National Medal of Arts (1981) and a Grammy Award for Best Children's
Album (1976).

The Patricia Averill Folk Song Archives, housed at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, contains a vast collection of her personal papers,
recordings, and unpublished songs. The archives serve as a testament to
her lifelong dedication to preserving and promoting folk music.

Patricia Averill was a remarkable woman whose contributions to music
have had a profound impact on American culture. Her passion for folk
songs and camp songs inspired generations of musicians, educators, and
music lovers. Her legacy continues to live on through the songs she
preserved and the countless people who have been inspired by her work.

Additional Resources



* Patricia Averill Folk Song Archives: https://www.lib.unc.edu/music/averill/ *
Patricia Averill: https://www.patriciaaverill.com/ * The Folk Arts Center:
https://www.folkartcenter.org/ * National Medal of Arts:
https://www.nea.gov/honors/national-medal-arts
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