
Branch Rickey: The Man Who Broke
Baseball's Color Barrier

Branch Rickey: A Life (Penguin Lives) by Jimmy Breslin
4.3 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 297 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 160 pages
Paperback : 95 pages
Item Weight : 5.6 ounces
Dimensions : 5 x 0.22 x 8 inches

Branch Rickey was the general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers who
signed Jackie Robinson, breaking baseball's color barrier. He was a
pioneer in baseball and a tireless advocate for civil rights.

Rickey was born in Stockdale, Ohio, in 1881. He played baseball at Ohio
Wesleyan University and then in the minor leagues. He became a manager
in the minor leagues and then in the major leagues with the St. Louis
Cardinals. In 1942, he became the general manager of the Brooklyn
Dodgers.

Rickey had been thinking about breaking baseball's color barrier for years.
He believed that it was wrong to exclude African Americans from the game.
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He also believed that signing an African American player would help the
Dodgers win games. In 1945, Rickey signed Jackie Robinson to a contract.

Robinson faced many challenges when he joined the Dodgers. He was
booed and threatened by fans and players. But he persevered and became
a star player. The Dodgers won the World Series in 1955, and Robinson
was named the National League's Most Valuable Player.

Rickey's decision to sign Robinson changed the course of baseball history.
It helped to break down the barriers of segregation and discrimination. It
also paved the way for other African American players to enter the major
leagues.

Rickey was a pioneer in baseball and a tireless advocate for civil rights. He
will always be remembered for his role in breaking baseball's color barrier.

Legacy

Rickey's legacy is one of leadership, innovation, and social justice. He was
a pioneer in baseball and a tireless advocate for civil rights. He helped to
break down the barriers of segregation and discrimination, and he paved
the way for other African American players to enter the major leagues.

Rickey was also a successful baseball executive. He led the Dodgers to
five World Series titles, and he helped to develop some of the greatest
players in baseball history, including Jackie Robinson, Pee Wee Reese,
and Duke Snider.

Rickey's legacy is still felt today. He is remembered as one of the most
important figures in baseball history, and he is an inspiration to all who



believe in the power of change.

Awards and honors

Rickey received numerous awards and honors for his contributions to
baseball and civil rights. He was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in
1967. He also received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1984. In
1997, the U.S. Postal Service issued a stamp in his honor.

Personal life

Rickey married Jane Mott in 1903. They had three children. Rickey died in
St. Louis, Missouri, in 1965.

Impact on popular culture

Rickey's story has been told in numerous books, movies, and television
shows. The most famous portrayal of Rickey is probably in the 1950 film
"The Jackie Robinson Story." Rickey is also featured in the 2013 film "42."
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