
50 Essential Bob Dylan and Iron Maiden
Songs: A Journey Through Two Musical
Legends

Bob Dylan and Iron Maiden may seem like an unlikely pairing, but their
music transcends genres and generations, appealing to fans worldwide.
Dylan, a folk-rock icon known for his poetic lyrics and social commentary,
has influenced countless musicians, including heavy metal giants Iron
Maiden. This article explores the captivating and diverse catalog of both
artists, presenting 50 essential songs that showcase their brilliance and
enduring impact.

Bob Dylan

1.
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"Blowin' in the Wind" (1963)

An anthem of the civil rights movement, "Blowin' in the Wind" features
Dylan's timeless lyrics, questioning the persistence of war and injustice.

2.

"The Times They Are a-Changin'" (1964)

A rallying cry for social change, "The Times They Are a-Changin'"
encapsulates Dylan's message of hope and the inevitability of progress.

3.

"Like a Rolling Stone" (1965)

Dylan's masterpiece, "Like a Rolling Stone," is a six-minute epic of betrayal,
resilience, and the search for redemption.

4.

"Mr. Tambourine Man" (1965)
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A surreal and evocative journey, "Mr. Tambourine Man" transports listeners
to a mystical landscape of "diamond rings" and "jingling tambourines."

5.

"Subterranean Homesick Blues" (1965)

Dylan's first hit single, "Subterranean Homesick Blues," is a playful and
experimental track featuring a disjointed narrative and a memorable
harmonica solo.

Iron Maiden

1.

"The Number of the Beast" (1982)

The title track of Iron Maiden's iconic third album, "The Number of the
Beast" is an epic anthem of darkness and rebellion.

2.

"Run to the Hills" (1982)

A galloping anthem of warfare and conquest, "Run to the Hills" showcases
Iron Maiden's signature twin-guitar attack and galloping rhythms.

3.

"Hallowed Be Thy Name" (1982)

One of Iron Maiden's most enduring ballads, "Hallowed Be Thy Name"
explores themes of mortality, regret, and the wrath of God.



4.

"Flight of Icarus" (1983)

Inspired by the Greek myth, "Flight of Icarus" is a soaring anthem of
ambition, hubris, and the consequences of reaching too high.

5.

"The Trooper" (1983)

A charging anthem of courage and determination, "The Trooper" tells the
tale of a soldier fighting in the Crimean War.

Songs Inspired by Bob Dylan

1.

"Iron Maiden" (1980)

In an interview, Iron Maiden bassist Steve Harris acknowledged Bob Dylan
as an inspiration for the band's name.

2.

"Afraid to Shoot Strangers" (1986)

Iron Maiden's lead singer Bruce Dickinson has cited Dylan's "Masters of
War" as an influence on this anti-war ballad.

3.

"Dream of Mirrors" (1994)



A haunting and introspective track, "Dream of Mirrors" features lyrics
inspired by Dylan's "Desolation Row."

Dylan and Iron Maiden Collaborations

1.

"Man of War" (1993)

A re-recording of Dylan's 1970 track, "Man of War" features guest vocals by
Bruce Dickinson, adding a heavy metal edge to the original.

Unique Parallels

1.

Lyricism

Both Dylan and Iron Maiden are renowned for their intricate and evocative
lyrics, often exploring complex themes of social justice, mortality, and the
human condition.

2.

Poetic Influence

Dylan's lyrics have been hailed as literary achievements, influencing poets
and songwriters alike. Similarly, Iron Maiden's songs often feature extended
metaphors, vivid imagery, and gripping narratives.

3.

Genre-Bending



Dylan and Iron Maiden have defied genre boundaries throughout their
careers. Dylan's early folk songs evolved into rock, blues, and even
electronica, while Iron Maiden's heavy metal sound has incorporated
elements of folk, classical music, and progressive rock.

4.

Timeless Appeal

The music of Bob Dylan and Iron Maiden continues to resonate with
audiences decades after its release. Their songs have become anthems,
inspiring generations of fans and influencing countless musicians.

Bob Dylan and Iron Maiden stand as two of the most influential and
enduring figures in music history. Their diverse and powerful songs have
left an indelible mark on the world, inspiring countless listeners and
musicians alike. This exploration of 50 essential songs from their vast
catalogs provides a glimpse into their creative brilliance and the unique
connections that exist between these musical giants.
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My Little Bible Promises Thomas Nelson
In a world filled with uncertainty and challenges, children need comfort,
hope, and inspiration. My Little Bible Promises is a powerful tool that
provides young readers with...

Policing Rogue States: Open Media Series
Explores Global Security Challenges
In today's interconnected world, the existence of rogue states poses
significant threats to global security. These pariah nations often flaunt
international...
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